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India, occurred to the mind of Rabindranath,
and it was as an experiment in this direction
that in the year 1901 he began to keep a little
school with two or three boys only. In two
years' time there were eighteen pupils. In
four years' time the number had risen to sixty,
and there are now two hundred boys at Shanti
Niketan.
As for the routine of the school, I will use
as far as possible the words of Rabindranath's
own pupil :
Early in the morning, at 4.30, a choir of boys
go round the school singing songs, and rouse the
sleepers up into the beauty and calm of early dawn.
As soon as they are up the boys set to cleaning
their own rooms, for from the beginning they are
taught not to despise any manual work, but to do
for themselves without the help of servants as far as
possible. After that they all have to go through
some physical exercises in the open air, followed by
the morning bath, after which each retires for a
quarter of an hour's quiet meditation.
A recent visitor to the school gives us a fuller
account of this early morning meditation.
At 6 A.M. a most musical gong tempted us to
look out., The guest house in which we were